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interference of mind. They stipulate in the first place
that whatever is subjective in sensation or opinion shall
be winnowed away by objective verification, and pre-
suppose in the second place that such objective verification
is not thwarted by the caprice of some incalculable demon
or other untraceable volitional agency." "Now this silence
on the part of Physics," he continues, " is the best proof
possible of the real truth of its regulative principle : it is
being perpetually verified by its fruits. Apart from the
living body all moving matter has already been deanthro-
pomorphised, while as regards the living body itself, our
mechanical physiologists are busy deanthropomorphising
that, and are proving successful beyond expectation.
Indeed it is becoming abundantly clear that it is only the
complexity of this material that now stands in their way,
and that when that difficulty has been overcome, there
will be nothing occult or undetermined, even in the
most sprightly of men. The spins and rolls and intimate
twists of a man's body will then be seen to be as
mechanically unidetermined as are the motions of a
spinning-top, a billiard ball, or a screw." Now there is
only one answer to this, the simple reminder, namely, that
umform success in the application of any working principle
to any subject-matter does not verify it in those special
regions where it has not yet been applied, and that where
great spiritual issues "seem to depend on its not being
universally applicable to the subject-matter in question
there is every reason to cry out "unproven!" even though
your opponent is seated triumphantly on the Milky Way
and you are squeezed between the inner and- the outer
rinds of a man's brain. If the physiologist were ever
able, in detail, to show that all the molecular movements
in a living body were entirely determined by mechanical
relations, then the idea of psychical guidance would be
exploded. " Thereafter," as Dr. Ward puts it, " the idea
of psychical guidance would not conflict with a theory, it
would be refuted by facts."1 But no such verification
is forthcoming. Physiology has not shown that its

1 Naturalism and Agnosticism, ii. p. 71.